What You Can Do

Be sure to check out our Action Kit which is full of ideas and resources.
What can any community organization do to support Fair Trade?

A: Help start a campaign in your community that will highlight the importance of
paying farmers a living wage. Distribute educational leaflets and local events and
local cafés, particularly ones that might be interested in offering Fair Trade coffee.
Send a letter to local roasters and cafés from your organizational letterhead asking
them to talk with TransFair about offering Fair Trade coffee. Make sure that your local
community serves Fair Trade Certified coffee at community events. Encourage your
community organization to purchase Fair Trade products for fundraisers and
organizational gifts. Check out our Action Pack for more ideas.

What role can campus activists play?

A: Fair Trade provides a sustainable alternative to corporate free trade practices.
Bringing Fair Trade Certified coffee to our campuses to replace corporate coffee is an
important step towards replacing environmentally & socially exploitative product
sourcing with sustainable development practices and decorporatizing our universities.
It is a visible and achievable goal that can be incorporated into current campaigns,
used to recruit new activists, and network labor, environmental, social justice, and
other organizations, not to mention Asian, African, and Latin American Studies, along
with International Relations, Labor Departments, Women's Studies, Environmental
Studies, students, staff, and faculty, etc. Fair Trade practices are environmentally
sustainable, fair, and independently monitored - all of which are essential components
of a green campus and a democratic global economy. Campus activists have been
key players in the anti-sweatshop movement. Now we have a chance to promote
purchasing restrictions on our campuses for Fair Trade Certified coffee. Check out
our Action Pack for tools and resources.

What can teachers, professors, and graduate students do?

A: Invite a guest speaker to your classroom to talk about Fair Trade. Order a copy of
the video Santiago's Story and show it to your students. Have them discuss Fair
Trade, what it means and what they can do to support it. Follow up with concrete
actions (delivering postcards and petitions to a local Starbucks for example, or
organizing a public education presentation on Fair Trade for the community). Discuss
with the students what it means to take concrete action in promoting fairness in the
global economy. Check out our Action Pack for more ideas.

There is also a serious need for expanded research around Fair Trade issues, such
as the improvement in farmers' lives, working conditions on coffee plantations,
consumer research, and movement strategies. If you are interested in researching
themes of use to the Fair Trade movement, contact deborah@globalexchange.org.

What role can labor unions play?

A: Labor unions have been at the forefront of the movement for Fair Trade in the
global economy, and have played an important role in the Fair Trade movement in
Europe and Canada. Make sure that your local workplace serves Fair Trade Certified
coffee. Make it a demand of a union contract that the worksite sells on Fair Trade
Certified coffee, for example at a hotel. Make the connections between farmworker
issues at home and abroad. Check out our Action Pack for more ideas.


http://www.globalexchange.org/campaigns/fairtrade/coffee/actionKit.html

What role can religious groups play?

A: Religious organizations have a long history of supporting social justice and
promoting positive solutions to global injustice. Send a letter to local cafes and
grocery stores asking them to sell Fair Trade coffee. Have an event at your social
hour or religious education classes to show the video, Santiago's Story, discuss Fair
Trade, and write letters to your local stores. Make sure that your local place of
worship serves Fair Trade Certified coffee at coffee hour or other events. Encourage
your church to purchase Fair Trade coffee as a fundraiser - check out the Fair Trade
Certified vendor list. Check out our Action Kit for more ideas.

Also, see this article from The Catholic Voice.
What can regular consumers do to support Fair Trade?

A: Consumers can play a powerful role in demanding that coffee companies offer us
the choice to buy Fair Trade Certified coffee. We can demand that they take
responsibility for the working conditions of the people who produce the product that
makes their business successful.

Buy Fair Trade Certified coffee.
Ask for Fair Trade Certified coffee where you shop.
Drop a note in the suggestion box at your local grocery store or café.

Get involved in the Fair Trade movement -- contact us for information on
how you can help build Fair Trade in your community!

Check out Ten Things You Can Do for Fair Trade for more suggestions.


http://www.globalexchange.org/campaigns/fairtrade/coffee/catholicvoice011000.html

